75. COUNT TOLSTOY
It is believed that, in the western world at any rate, there is no
man so talented, learned and as ascetic as Count Tolstoy. Though he
is now nearly eighty years old, he is quite healthy, industrious and
mentally alert.
Tolstoy was born of a noble family in Russia. His parents had
enormous wealth, which he inherited. He is himself a Russian nobleman,
and has, in his youth, rendered very good service to his country by fight-
ing gallantly in the Crimean War. In those days, like the other noble-
men of his time, he used to enjoy all the pleasures of the world, kept mis-
tresses, drank and was strongly addicted to smoking. However, when
he saw the carnage and bloodshed during the war, his mind brimmed
over with compassion. His ideas changed; he began a study of his own
religion and read the Bible. He read the life of Jesus Christ which
made a deep impression on his mind. Not satisfied with the then current
Russian translation of the Bible, he studied Hebrew, the language in
which it was originally written, and continued his researches into the
Bible. It was also about this time that he discovered in himself a great
talent for writing. He wrote a very effective book on the evil conse-
quences of war. His fame spread throughout Europe. To improve the
morals of the people he wrote several novels which can be equalled by
few books in Europe. The views expressed by him in all these books were
so very advanced that the Russian clergy were displeased with him, and
he was excommunicated. Disregarding all this, he kept up his efforts
and began to propagate his ideas. His writings had a great effect on
his own mind. He gave up his wealth and took to a life of poverty.
He has lived like a peasant for many years now and earns his needs by
his own labour. He has given up all his vices, eats very simple food
and has it in him no longer to hurt any living being by thought, word
or deed. He spends all his time in good works and prayer. He believes
that:
1.   In this world men should not accumulate wealth;
.2,   no matter how much evil a person does to us, we should always
do good to him.   Such is the Commandment of God, and also
His law;
3.    no one should take part in fighting;
4.    it is sinful to wield political power, as it leads to many of the
evils in the world;
5.    man is bora to do his duty to his Creator;  he should therefore
pay more attention to his duties than to his rights;
6.    agriculture is the true occupation of man. It is therefore contrary
to divine law to establish latrge cities, to employ hundreds of